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In this week's The Writer's Life, I promised you I'd answer the questions I get asked most frequently 

in my role as AWAI's Executive Director.

Today, I'm tackling these two:

Can anyone become a copywriter?

Can anyone earn a six-figure income writing sales letters?

But first, a little back-story regarding the second question.

For a number of years, this was the headline for our control (our main sales letter):

Retire This Year

 … and Still Make More Money Than Most Doctors

You Can Do It — Once You Know the Proven Secrets to Writing a Simple Letter Like This One.

AWAI Co-Founder Paul Hollingshead wrote it. And it was very successful.

Although it's no longer our control, many people still want to know …

"If I buy your copywriting program, can I really retire this year?"

Here's Paul with his response …



"When I sat down to write the 'Retire This Year' sales letter for the AWAI copywriting program, I was writing 

very much from an 'If I can do it, so can you' perspective.

"You see, I've always loved the idea of writing for a living, so about 20 years ago now I answered an ad: 

'copywriter wanted.' Of course, I didn't know what copywriting was back then, but I soon learned it was 

writing that persuaded people to take some kind of action, whether it be buy a product, support a cause, or 

request more information. I bought a few books on the subject and read them — Bob Bly's Copywriter's 

Handbook and another by legend Gene Schwartz. But the smartest thing I did was gather up a handful of the 

most successful sales letters of the last dozen years, lock myself in a room, and study them like crazy.

"I learned enough to win the job, though it was made clear: Write successful letters or you won't be here 

long. So I kept on studying letters I'd be expected to write, writing them out word for word, getting a sense of 

the structure and the tempo and rhythm of the writing. Along the way, I picked up little tricks for making copy 

stronger, more readable, more persuasive. And I got some perspective on how the whole industry works by 

talking to marketers and other writers. (All this and more we'd later pour into the Accelerated Program for Six-

Figure Copywriting.)

"And it worked …

"I have earned six figures since going freelance, which is 18 of the 20 years (averaging somewhere in the 

'late' $200Ks, early $300Ks). I don't advertise. I don't have to prospect for work. I don't have any hard costs: 

office supplies (except maybe paper and printer ink), a website, legal fees, subcontractors, and so on. I do 

have a cell phone and a laptop, and I pay an accountant every year to do my taxes, but I suppose I'd have 

those expenses no matter what I was doing for a living.

"In fact, one of the pieces of advice we give people who buy the program is to focus first on the writing. Avoid 

the temptation to delay your success by setting up an office, loading up on supplies … getting the things you 

don't really need that make you 'feel' like you're in business. All you really need — and it's no different from 

any of the copywriters I know personally — is a laptop, an Internet connection, and a comfortable chair. The 

rest is really just window dressing.

"I did what our program highly recommends all copywriters try to do: I hooked on with one client (a financial 

publisher) with a never-ending need for copy. As a result, I've never been without a paid project to work on in 

20 years. And because I'd like to think my work had an impact on the growth of that business over time, my 

income was able to grow with it.

"Still, despite this success, I don't consider myself a great writer, in that I could never sit down and write a 

book anyone would want to read. And even in my own field, I still see letters from copywriters that are miles

better than my best stuff that leave me wondering 'How could I ever top that?'

"So you see, because of what happened to me, I'm convinced that if you have very basic writing skills — and 



you really, really, really want to become a copywriter — you can do it.

"In fact, I'll even go as far to say you can do it without the AWAI Accelerated Program for Six-Figure 

Copywriting. All you really need is a stack of successful direct response letters — the kind you want to write 

— and a full month to study the hell out of them. By that I mean, write them out longhand, two and three 

times. Learn the structure. Feel the tempo of the writing. Try to improve on them. Develop your own style.

"Having the AWAI Accelerated Program for Six-Figure Copywriting just makes the process easier — by 

taking you step by step through the process, offering up some good industry perspective, and feeding you 

the tips and strategies you need to write a good, structurally sound sales letter, as you need them. In other 

words, we hold your hand in the beginning … speed up your learning … offer support when you need it.

"But I digress. Because I don't believe that when people ask us if they can, in fact, retire within a year, they're 

questioning the content or quality of the program.

"Their concerns lie with a writer's ability to come into this profession and make six figures. All I can do is tell it 

to you from my perspective — and the perspective of the many folks who've taken the AWAI program who 

tell us they're earning nice six-figure incomes too. And don't forget — I consider myself 'second tier' at best. I 

know copywriters who are making $500K to a million a year writing nothing but sales letters.

"Does it happen automatically? Will it happen for everyone? No. Like anything else, the more motivated (or 

desperate, like I was) you are to succeed, the more successful you're likely to be.

"Legendary copywriter (and AWAI contributor) Dan Kennedy said it best: 'Isn't it curious how many people 

speak ambition but how few act on it?'

"We've learned throughout 19 years in the business that 8 out of 10 people who buy our program don't even 

open it up. Those who do put in a minimal effort. Indeed, we've had some of our most successful members 

come to us and say, 'That program sat on my shelf for five years. It wasn't until I had to make a change that I 

made this happen.'

"Others, we were surprised to discover, were less interested in earning six figures than they were in having 

the stress-free lifestyle freelance copywriting can give them. No more bosses. No more commutes. No one 

looking over their shoulder. And if that means earning $40,000 or $50,000 working for a few small clients in 

their hometown, they tell us, they're happy enough.

"And finally — so there's no misunderstanding — the title 'Retire This Year' was not to suggest you can 

make enough money writing letters over the course of a year to 'retire.'

"The idea there was to illustrate that writing from home was like having a 'retirement' lifestyle.

"No alarm clocks to wake up to. (I'm usually an early riser — except after a late-night hockey game with guys 



who are getting way too young and fast for me!)

"Write when you want to. (I write about four hours a day … not by choice necessarily — it's because that's 

about all I can do in a day. If I was one of those writers who can write coherent copy seven, eight, nine hours 

a day — I would, and likely double my income!).

"The rest of the day, I putter around — answering emails, doing things around the house, round of golf in the 

afternoon, and so on. Just how I describe in the 'Retire This Year' letter … (But, that's not to say I'm not 

thinking about new promotional ideas while I'm doing these things … )

"So back to the core question. Can anyone do it? Can anyone earn a six-figure income writing sales letters? 

I believe they can, so long as they have 1) basic writing ability, and perhaps most importantly of all 2) the 

drive and motivation to master the tricks of the trade and be successful.

"I believe this because I've done it — and countless people who've taken AWAI's Accelerated Program for 

Six-Figure Copywriting have as well.

"And here's what makes everything I've told you entirely moot:

"As is company policy, if you buy the program, you have a full year to try it out. And if over the course of that 

year you decide copywriting isn't for you —one call (or email) to AWAI's Member Services gets you every 

dime of your money back."

If you've had these same questions, I hope Paul has helped answer them for you.

And while I've covered the most frequently asked questions these last few days — I know there are always more!

So if you have any other questions you'd like to ask me — or anyone here at AWAI — please add them to the comment section 

below.
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12 Responses to "Earn a Living as a Copywriter and Retire 
Early"

I have taken the first step to becoming a copywriter. I don't have the funds yet to purchase the accelerated program or 

anything else. Can I make any money right now and how do I do it?

Guest (Evelyn Hughes) – over a year ago

I have been trying to find out "unsuccessfully" the cost of this program. Can someone please respond with the answer.

Thank you

Glenda

Guest (Glenda ) – over a year ago

I've bought into both membership and the Accelerated Program - which I think is terrific - but can't seem to connect with 

any jobs or gigs that could possibly provide 6-figure income.

I belong to three sites, but the vast majority of bids seem to go to writers outside the U.S. who are not good with English 

but are willing to work for - seriously - $2 to $5 per hour!

I know I can write.

But where do I find these great copywriting jobs that I can "retire" on? 

jdjefferys – over a year ago

Evelyn - not sure what you mean by "first step" so it's difficult for me to give you a useful response. If you'd like you can 

email me at AskKatie@awaionline.com Glenda - if you click here you can get all the information about the copywriting 

program including the price: http://www.awaionline.com/p/is/cop/ Jdjefferys - have you checked out 

www.directresponsejobs.com yet? It's part of your AWAI membership. And,there's a whole section of the Accelerated 

Program dedicated to helping you launch your career. Six-figures doesn't happen overnight ... but with practice and effort 

you can achieve it. 

Guest (Katie Yeakle) – over a year ago
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Hello...I signed up for the membership but not the class.Eventually, it might be a possibility;however, for now I'm not clear 

about what the membership entails. Is it a magazine that you send through the mail? I understand the access to certain 

boards as well as other people who are interested in working as writers. If you could send something that breaks it down 

for me that would be great. Thank you so much. 

Guest (Kathryn) – over a year ago

Thanks Katie and Paul! 

The ice is breaking. Things are beginning to happen. The income is starting to develop. 

Reading this at this particular time: 

1) Assures me of the integrity and truth in AWAI's marketing

2) Encourages and excites me regarding my newly developing lifestyle. 

You are so greatly appreciated! 

Doc

Guest (Doc Boatright) – over a year ago

Hi Katie,

I am currently enrolled in accelerated copywriting with AWAI. After completing this program I may have practice examples-

restaurant letter and practice product sample promotion. Will any company or client hire me with the above examples? 

Usually companies look for experienced copywriters. Any help or suggestion from your end will be highly appreciated.

Thanks, Mohsin.

Guest (Mohsin) – over a year ago

Thank You for everything you wrote to me.You are sending me every day two or three long emails with many pages and I 

still don't know where to start.I have told you from the beginning that my English still is limited and I have to go step by 

step.I had not a dream to become a great writers and I'm not hopping to earn a six figure.I want to write for fun and 

hobby,but I want to write somemthing interesting about my country and USA.You maybe know little things about my 

country Albania because many writers,historians and politicans are writing about it and I believe I have so many things to 

write. 

Guest (Fatmir Keqi) – over a year ago

I'm glad the headline was changed (no offense, Paul). I've heard too many false promises about 'retiring' from MLMs, but 

you still have to work,really hard, especially at the beginning. I'll be excited when I replace my income (which is only 

$1000/mo), so anything else is gravy. Staying home, using my skills and still getting paid? How awesome! To the other 

comments: just keep reading - the emails, whatever you can access on the website, the magazine, and it will start to make 

sense. And write!
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Michellek – over a year ago

Hi Katie, I bought the program mostly to advance my local service business. I can't really type, my ideas come slowly and I 

don't really have a passion for writing. But I do like communicating ideas clearly and succinctly. I'm an "ok" writer now but 

could be fairly good with a little practice I think. Is there a place for me in this business?

Guest (Tim) – over a year ago

Hello Katie. In 2004 I buyed the AWAI´s accelarate copywriting program, but after one or 2 exercises I lefted the training, 

because I had a job opportunity. Now that I´m old and unemployed. I wonder if I can take again and to complete the 

program. Thanks. 

Guest (Sarbelio) – over a year ago

what are the basic writing skills? I'm not native American, just wonder if this program would be a fit for me? Thank you!

Guest (bettty) – over a year ago
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